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Abstract
The advent of cloud computing has led to a dramatic in-
crease in the deployment of hyper-scale, diverse workloads
in containerized form on cloud infrastructures. This expan-
sion necessitates the management of numerous large-scale
clusters. However, Kubernetes (k8s), the industry standard
for container orchestration, faces challenges with low sched-
uling throughput and high request latency in such environ-
ments. We identify resource contention among components
co-located on the same master node as a primary bottle-
neck. To address this, we introduce a lightweight frame-
work designed to enhance the performance and scalability
of Kubernetes clusters. Our approach adaptively allocates
resources among co-located components, improving their
overall performance. Implemented as a non-intrusive so-
lution, our evaluations across various cluster scales show
significant improvements, with a 7.3 × increase in cluster
scheduling throughput and a 37.3% reduction in request la-
tency, surpassing the performance of vanilla Kubernetes and
baseline resource allocation strategies.

1 Introduction
With the rapid development of cloud computing, the growth
of diverse workloads, including microservices [2, 13], batch
processing jobs [4, 10], and Function as a Service (FaaS) [14,
17], has resulted in a substantial increase in the scale of nodes
and containers on cloud platforms. This expansion exerts
considerable pressure on the underlying infrastructure.

Kubernetes (k8s), a key component of cloud infrastructure
[8], is recognized for its role in container orchestration but
shows limitations in scaling within large-scale clusters. For
instance, operational constraints limit clusters to 5,000 nodes
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and cap the pod count per node at 110 [9]. In large-scale clus-
ters, Kubernetes performance degrades severely when han-
dling a surge of requests. Initially, request latency increases
significantly. The API server experiences delayed response
times for routine requests [3, 12], and the scheduler exhibits
a decrease in throughput during pod scheduling operations1
[3, 18]. Furthermore, cluster availability is at risk. The influx
of requests may overwhelm the cluster’s capacity, leading to
repeated crashes and restarts due to OOM (Out-Of-Memory)
issues, ultimately resulting in cluster inaccessibility.

To overcome Kubernetes’ scalability limitations and facili-
tate the unified deployment and management of extensive
workloads, there are numerous works in both industry and
academia focusing on enhancing a cluster’s capacity by op-
timizing control plane components [1, 5, 18], mechanisms
[3, 19], fault tolerance [6, 15], and resource utilization [16, 20].
However, most of these efforts are designed for specific sce-
narios and require modifications to the Kubernetes code,
leading to complex deployment.

This paper presents a lightweight framework to improve
the scalability of Kubernetes clusters. Driven by the prevalent
resource contention among components co-located on the
master node, our method dynamically adjusts the resource
allocation and traffic control parameters of control plane
components to improve the cluster’s overall efficiency.
We have seamlessly integrated our approach as a non-

intrusive plugin, requiring no changes to Kubernetes code.
We have conducted comprehensive evaluation across a range
of cluster scales and request intensities. The results high-
light significant performance improvements. Specifically, it
outperforms vanilla Kubernetes and alternative resource al-
location strategies by increasing scheduling throughput by
up to 7.3 × and reducing request latency by up to 37.3%.

The contributions of this paper are summarized as follows:
• We develop a queuing model for request processing of
Kubernetes and devise an algorithm for the dynamic

1In our test, as the cluster size grows from 1,000 to 5,000 nodes, the av-
erage latency has increased by 3.03×, and the scheduling throughput has
decreased by 38.5%.
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Figure 1. Architecture of the system highlighting the main
components in yellow. The data flow is centered on optimiz-
ing resource allocation and traffic control parameters, while
the request flow involves recommendation implementation.

optimization of resource allocation and traffic control
parameters to enhance overall performance.

• We implement our approach in a non-intrusive man-
ner, with experiments validating its superiority against
vanilla Kubernetes and baseline resource allocation
methods. The code is open-sourced on GitHub2.

2 Motivation and Methodology
2.1 Resource Contention among Co-located

Components
On Kubernetes master nodes, the concurrent operation of
multiple control plane components can lead to resource con-
tention, especially under heavy load. As the cluster scales,
resource contention becomes more severe. CPU contention
can cause performance degradation and latency. Memory
contention can result in OOM errors and component crashes,
affecting the cluster’s availability. The default Kubernetes
configuration does not consider master instance placement
and resource allocation, exacerbating contention. In a high-
availability setup, the arbitrary placement of master com-
ponents can concentrate them on a single node, increasing
resource contention and performance decline.

2.2 System Overview
Motivated by the resource contention problem, we aim to
design a system capable of adaptive resource allocation and
traffic control parameter adjustment. Fig. 1 illustrates the

2https://github.com/FROOOOOOO/ark-hotinfra
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Figure 2. Rate transition diagram for the birth-death process.

system’s architecture. During operation, the load fetcher
retrieves concurrency and resource utilization metrics from
Prometheus to determine the load of each component and ad-
just its CPU-concurrency mapping. The recommender cre-
ates periodic recommendations for CPU allocation and traffic
control parameters based on current load and mapping data,
which are then passed to the updater. The updater trans-
lates valid recommendations into executable requests sent
to the master node, and implements master instance place-
ment (place master instances of the scheduler and controller
manager on separate nodes to mitigate resource contention),
triggering the eventual updates.

2.3 Recommendation Algorithm
For each component, the optimal CPU allocation 𝑐∗ is cal-
culated by the recommender. And for the API server whose
mapping metrics and traffic control parameters are available,
the recommendation also includes the maximum concur-
rency 𝑓 ∗ and queue length 𝑞∗.
We model the request processing by control plane com-

ponents as queuing systems. Instead of using basic queuing
models such as M/M/1 and M/M/c, we construct a model
characterized by a birth-death process as shown in Fig. 2, be-
cause we find that the CPU-concurrency mappings 𝑓 (𝑥) are
nonlinear and dynamic, deviating significantly from those of
basic queuing models. Control plane components are catego-
rized into three groups based on their optimization objectives
(Group A: the API server and etcd, minimize latency𝑊 ; Group
B: the scheduler, maximize throughput 𝑆 ; Group C: the con-
troller manager, maintain stability, i.e., the maximum service
rate 𝜇 exceeds the arrival rate 𝜆.).

The recommender follows the workflow depicted in Fig. 3.
In a global steady state when all busy components on the
master node are steady, the objective is to minimize the aver-
age latency �̄� while maximizing the scheduling throughput,
and the optimization problem is formulated as follows:

min 𝑤𝐴�̄� +𝑤𝐵

1
𝑆 + 1

,

s.t. min
(
𝑐∗𝑖 , 𝑓 (𝑓 ∗𝑖 )

)
> 𝑐′𝑖 , C.

(1)

Here, 𝑤𝐴 and 𝑤𝐵 are the weights assigned to balance the
optimization objectives for different components. In a global
unsteady state where the total CPU load of synchronous
components exceeds themaster node’s capacity, the objective
is to minimize the remaining CPU load 𝑙 while balancing the

https://github.com/FROOOOOOO/ark-hotinfra
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Figure 3. Flow chart of the recommendation algorithm.

time 𝑡 to process it:

min
∑︁
𝑖

𝑙𝑖 ,

s.t. 𝑡 = 𝑙𝑖/𝑐∗𝑖 , C.
(2)

For (1) and (2), C denotes constraints, including the total
allocated CPU within the node’s capacity, and the cluster’s
availability not violating the service level objective (SLO).

3 Implementation and Evaluation
The system is implemented in 4,500 lines of Python code.
Main components operate as standalone processes, interfac-
ing with Kubernetes clusters via the Kubernetes API. Such
flexible deployment requires only accessible master node IPs
and a prepared kubeconfig file.
We employ a linear interpolation method for mapping

learning and an ARMA model [11] for load metric predic-
tion. We develop a customized evolutionary algorithm to
efficiently solve (1) and (2). Specifically, the CPU granularity
is proportional to the remaining CPU3, controlling the size
of solution space and the solution time within the threshold.
The updater achieves resource allocation through vertical
pod scaling without pod restart, traffic control parameters
tuning through APF [7] mechanism, master instance place-
ment through pod redeployment under low pressure.
We evaluate the performance of our approach through

evaluations in terms of request latency and scheduling per-
formance using KWOK to simulate large-scale nodes.

As depicted in Fig. 4 and 5, our approach delivers substan-
tial performance improvements, reducing average latency by
9.58% to 37.27% and P99 read latency by 11.85% to 58.48%. Its
scheduling throughput is 1.78 to 7.3 times higher when man-
aging large workloads, and startup latency for urgent pods is
reduced by up to 80.51%. In summary, the recommendation
algorithm and master instance placement strategy effectively

3remain CPU = total CPU - total CPU load / time.
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Figure 4. Request latency metrics (LAR: latency of all re-
quests; LRR: latency of read requests).
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Figure 5. Scheduling performance (STLW: scheduling
throughput of large workloads; SLSW: startup latency of
small workloads).

Table 1. Resource and time cost.

Resource cost Time cost
Average/P99 Average/P99 Average/P99 Average/P99

CPU usage (core) memory usage (MB) update time (s) recommendation time (s)
0.04/0.85 179.53/180.96 0.24/0.41 3.75/8.28

mitigate resource contention, accelerating both request pro-
cessing and pod scheduling. Our approach demonstrates
superior performance compared to all baselines4.

To assess the overhead associated with our approach, we
have monitored its resource and time expenditures, as de-
tailed in Table 1. The CPU and memory consumption are
both within acceptable limits. The average time required for
updates is less than half a second. Regarding the recommen-
dation time, we set a solution time threshold of 10 seconds.
The actual time expenditure falls short of this threshold,
thereby highlighting the efficiency of our algorithm.

4 Conclusion and Future Works
This paper presents a lightweight framework developed to
enhance the Kubernetes performance in large-scale clusters.
To address resource contention among components, we in-
troduce a recommendation algorithm to optimize resource
allocation, as well as amaster instance placementmechanism
to mitigate resource contention. Evaluations demonstrate
the efficiency of our approach. The framework significantly
optimizes both request latency and scheduling throughput,
showcasing its ability to bolster Kubernetes cluster perfor-
mance. In future endeavors, we aim to further optimize the
4k8s-native: native k8s; k8s-static: k8s with static arguments optimiza-
tion; p99: take the 99th percentage usage as recommendation; weighted:
allocate resources weighted by load.
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master instance placement strategy, ensuring a more seam-
less and intelligent distribution of master instances.
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